                                            EARLY  BRITAIN

                         THE ANGLO-SAXON CONQUEST OF BRITAIN  

The Romans protected their province of Britain against the barbarian tribes until they left which was at the beginning of the 5 th century. In the middle of the 5 th century the Anglo-Saxons, Germanic tribes, invaded Britain. The Anglo-Saxon conquest is regarded as the beginning of medieval history in Britain. The Anglo-Saxons were the ancestors of the English. As a result of the conquest they formed the majority of the population in Britain. Here is the story of the Anglo-Saxon conquest of Britain. 
After the Roman legions left Britain the Celts remained independent but not for long. From the middle of the 5th century they had to defend the country against the attacks of Germanic tribes from the Continent. In the 5th century, first the Jutes and then other Germanic tribes - the Saxons and the Angles began to migrate to Britain. The Saxons came from the territory lying between the Rhine and the Elbe rivers which was later on called Saxony. The Jutes and the Angles came from the Jutland Peninsula. At first <;they only came to plunder. They would land from their boats, drive off and slay the cattle, seize the stores of corn, and be off again to sea before the Celts could attack them. But after some time they returned again and again in larger numbers, and began to conquer the country. 
In 449 the Jutes landed in Kent, and this was the of, the conquest. The British natives fought fiercely against the invaders and it took more than a hundred and fifty years (or the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes to conquer the country. Other Germanic tribes conquered the Roman provinces on the Continent without any serious resistance as the bulk of the population in the provinces occupied by the Romans welcomed the Germanic conquerors as their liberators. But the British Celts were free at the time and their resistance was often stubborn and prolonged. In the South-East the Celts were soon overwhelmed, but in the western parts of the country they offered stout resistance for many years. Now and then the Celts won and the invaders were forced back. As a result Britain held out longer than the other provinces of the Roman Empire. It was only by the beginning of the 7th century that the invaders managed to conquer the greater part of the land. 
The final refuge of the Celts was Cornwall and Wales - the mountainous districts of the West - and the northern part of the island (Scotland) where the Celts were still living in tribes and, later on, some independent states were formed. The Celts of Ireland remained independent too. 
In the course of the conquest many of the Celts were killed, some were taken prisoners and made slaves or had to pay tribute to the conquerors. Some of the Celts crossed the sea to the North-West of France and settled in what was late? on called Brittany after the Celtic tribes of Britons. 
Descendants of the ancient British Celts can be found in Brittany today. 
By the end of the 6th and the beginning of the 7th century several kingdoms were formed on the territory of Britain conquered by the Germanic tribes. (This territory later on became England proper.) Kent was set up by the Jutes in the South-East. In the southern and the souther eastern parts of the country the Saxons formed a number of .kingdoms-Sussex (the land of the South Saxons), Wessex (the land of the West Saxons) and Essex (the land of the East Saxons). Farther north were the settlements of the Angles who had conquered the greater part of the country. In the North they founded Northumbria, which has left its name in the present county of Northumberland; Mercia was formed in the Middle, and East Anglia - in the East of England, north of the East Saxon kingdom. These king-dams were hostile to one another and they fought constantly for supreme power in the country. 
 The new conquerors brought about changes altogether different from those that had followed the conquest of the country by the Romans. The new settlers disliked towns deterring to live in small villages. In the course of the conquest they destroyed the Roman towns and villas. All the  beautiful buildings and baths and roads were so neglected that they soon fell in ruins. Sometimes the roads were broken up, the stones being used for building material. Thus the art of road-making was lost for many hundreds of years to come (ãðÿäóùèå ãîäû).
The Jutes, the Saxons and the Angles were closely akin  in speech and customs, and they gradually merged into one people. The name "Jute" soon died out and the conquerors are generally referred to as the Anglo-Saxons. 
As a result of the conquest the Anglo-Saxons made up the majority of the population in Britain and their customs, religion and languages became predominant. They called the Celts "welsh" which means foreigners as they could not understand the Celtic language which was quite unlike their own. But gradually the Celts who were in the minority merged with the conquerors, adopted their customs and learned to speak their languages. Only the Celts who remained independent in the West, Scotland and Ireland spoke their native tongue. 
At first the Anglo-Saxons spoke various dialects but gradually the dialect of the Angles of Mercia became predominant. In the course of time all the people of Britain were referred to as the English after the Angles and the new name of England was given to the whole country. The Anglo-Saxon language, or English, has been the principal language of the country since then although it has undergone great change. 

           QUESTIONS AND ASSIGNMENTS FOR REVISION AND DISCUSSION 

I. Where did the Jutes, Saxons and Angles live before their migration to Britain? 
2. Imagine that you are a 5th century dweller in a tiny village on the coast of Britain. Tell how the Anglo-Saxon invaders landed and burnt your home. 
3. Why did it take more than a hundred and fifty years for the Germanic tribes to conquer Britain? 
4. What was the fate of the Celts as a result of the Anglo-Saxon conquest? 
5.  Who are the Welsh? In what other parts of Britain are there Celtic-speaking people living today? 

                             VOCABULARY GROWTH 

I. Find words in the story about the Anglo-Saxon conquest 
of Britain to add to your word list under "War". 2. Make up a list of all the new geographical names and names of peoples.


                         THE NORMAN CONQUEST OF ENGLANU 

As you already know four different peoples invaded England. First came the Celts in the  6th  century B. C., then the Romans in the 1st century A. D.; they were followed by the Anglo-Saxons in the 5th century; after them came the Danes at the end of the 8th century. In tfla llth century England was invaded by the Normans. This was the 11th and the last invasion of England. 

                                       The Normans 

In tile 9th century while tile Danes were plundering ingland another branch of Northmen who were related to lie Danes were doing the same along the Northern coasts of Prance. They came to be called the Normans, a variation of the word "Northmen". The Danes, as you remember, settled down in the conquered part of England known as he Danelaw. Likewise, the Normans settled down on land conquered from the French king - a territory which is till called Normandy after these Normans. 
Many changes came about in the life of the Normans .nd the Danes after the 9th century. By the llth century he Danes had finally settled down as subjects of the English kings. As time went on they gradually mixed with the fcjlglo-Sa*ons among whom they lived. Thus they retained their Germanic language and many of their customs that were very much like those of the Anglo-Saxons. But the Normans who had settled down in France were now quite different from their Germanic forefathers. They lived among the French people, who were a different people, with different manners, customs and language. They had learned to speak the French language, like the French themselves. They adopted their manners and customs, and their way of life. The establishment of the feudal system in France had been completed by the 11th century and the Norman barons had come into possession of large tracts of land and a great number of serfs. 
The Normans lived under the rule of their own duke. By the 11th century the dukes of Normandy had become very powerful. Though they acknowledged the king of France as their overlord, they were actually as strong as the king himself, whose domain was smaller than the Duchy of Normandy, Like other French dukes and counts they made themselves practically independent. They coined their own money, made their own laws, held their own courts, built their own castles. They could wage wars against other dukes and even against the king himself. As a well-armed and well-trained cavalry, the Norman knights were the best in Europe. They were formidable fighters and would wage wars in order to seize new lands and serfs. 
These descendants of the Northmen who had settled in northern France in the 9th century became the new conquerors of England.

The Norman Invasion 
In 1066 William, the Duke of Normandy, began to an army to Invade Britain. The pretext for the invasion was William's claims to tile English throne. He was related to the king who died in 1066. According to the law it was the Witenagemot that chose the next hing. If the late king left a grown-up son he was almost to be chosen; if not, the King’s Council of wise men offer the Crown to some other near relative of the king. The king who died in 1066 had no children and William cherished the hope that he would succeed the English throne. But the Witenagemot chose another of the deceased king, the Anglo-Saxon Earl, Ha" Fold. William of Normandy claimed that England belonged to him and he began preparations for a war to fight for the Crown. 
William sent messengers far and wide to invite the fighting men of Western Europe to join his forces. He called upon all the Christian warriors of Europe to help him gain his rights to the English throne. No pay was offered, but William promised land to all who would support him William also asked the Roman Pope for his support. He promised to strengthen the Pope’s power over the English Church. And the Church with the Roman Pope at the head blessed his campaign and called it a holy war. There were many fighting men who were ready to join William's army since it was understood that English 
lands would be given to the victors. 
William mustered a numerous army which consisted not only of the Norman barons and knights but of the knights from other parts of France. Many big sailing-boats were built to carry the army across the Channel. William landed In the south of England and the battle between the Normans and the Anglo-Saxons took place on the 14th of October 1066 at a little village in the neighbourhood of the town now called Hastings. 

                               The Battle of Hastings 
 The Normans outnumbered the Anglo-Saxon forces and  were greatly superior in quality. They were all men for whom fighting was the main occupation in life. They were well armed and the chance of being killed was not so great, .since they all wore armour and there were no fire-arms at that time. The superior military tactics of the well-trained Normans were unknown in England. They used a skilful combination of heavy-armoured cavalry and archers. First the archers would break up the ranks of their enemy and then followed a charging cavalry which decided the victory. 
The Anglo-Saxons had a small cavalry, it was mainly Harold's bodyguard. The hastily gathered levies of free  peasants who fought on foot made up the main body of the Anglo-Saxon army. Not all the footmen were properly armed, many were armed with pitchforks, axes, or only thick oak-poles. The Anglo-Saxon footmen usually fought in a mass standing close together, so as to form a wall of shields to protect themselves, 
It must also be remembered that while William had firm power over the vassals who came with him from Normandy and France, King Harold's power over the Anglo-Saxon earls was very weak. Harold could not rely on the earls of North-Eastern and Middle England in time of need. 
The earls moved slowly towards Hastings, so as to arrive after the battle and then join with the victor, either Harold or William. As a result, when Harold met William at Hastings, he had under his command only the men of Wessex. 
Harold drew up his men inside a palisade on a hill-top awaiting the attack. His bodyguard was drawn up in the centre and the other troops on the flanks. Standing shoulder to shoulder they made a wall in front. Stakes were driven Into the ground so that the Norman horsemen could not break the ranks of the infantry. This was a good defensive position, as the Normans had to ride up the hill to fight and it was actually impossible to break through the shield-wall of the Anglo-Saxons. While the Anglo-Saxons were in this enclosure they saw the Normans coming forward. The Norman army was drawn up in a different formation: In front were the footmen (archers, pikemen, and swordsmen) followed by the horsemen. In front of the cavalry rode a singer, who sang songs of battle and victory, throwing his sword up into the air and catching it again as he rode. 
The Normans began to attack with flights of arrows and the Anglo-Saxon light-armed footmen suffered greatly from them. Then followed the charging attacks of the Norman cavalry upon which William chiefly rolled. But the Anglo-Saxons stood firm, side by side, shield to shield. They fought with such energy that both the Norman Infantry and cavalry had to turn back and retreat down the hill. 
The battle went on all day. As long as the Anglo-Saxons stayed inside the palisade the Normans could not reach them successfully, so they thought of a battle-plan for drawing them out. Three times they went up the hill and then pretended to run away. When the Anglo-Saxons saw their enemies retreating, a large number of them came out from behind the palisade to pursue the Normans and to complete, as they thought, the defeat of their enemy. As soon as the Anglo-Saxons had descended to the plain and were a good way from their palisade the Normans turned round and attacked them fiercely. Their trick served its purpose. * In the open the mounted Normans had a great advantage over the men fighting on foot. The Anglo-Saxons were, encircled, a great many of them were killed, and horses tram - pled down their dead bodies. 
* Their trick served its purpose.- Îáìàí äîñòèã öåëè. 
Those who remained inside with Harold formed a ring round him and continued to fight bravely until the Normans thought of another plan. They shot their arrows high in the air, so that they fell Inside the palisade. One of these arrows struck Harold in the eye and killed him. The Anglo-Saxons went on fighting hard round the standard of the English King but gradually the shield-wall thinned and at last the Normans succeeded in breaking the line and the battle was at an end.



                        English reader 

        THE ENGLISH BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION AND THE 
                     COMMONWEALTH ( I 629- 1 660) 
The struggle of Parliament against the king, began in England in the 12th century. Each king wanted to rule over the country without any parliament. 
King Charles I was at war with Spain and France and wanted money for it. The Parliament refused to give the money. King Charles I dismissed the Parliament (1629) and for eleven years ruled over the country without the council of the people. 
The Parliament assembled again only in 1640 and opposed the king. The parties began to prepare for war. The king and his soldiers were in Oxford. The soldiers of the Parliament with Oliver Cromwell at the head were in London. In the Civil War which lasted for twelve years the Parliament won the victory. 
King Charles I was executed as enemy of the country. The Commonwealth was proclaimed and Oliver Cromwell became the Protector of the new republic. The end of the Commonwealth came after Cromwell died (1658). England was at war with Spain at that time. The government was too weak and the new Parliament decided to have a king. 
Find out the answers to these questions. 
I. Why did Parliament struggle against the king? 
2. What did King Charles I want from the Parliament? 
3. Why did the king dismiss the Parliament? 
4. When did the Parliament assemble again? 
5. Why did the Civil War begin? 
6. Who won in the Civil War? 
7. Why was King Charles I executed? 
8. Who headed the Commonwealth? 
bourgeois - áóðæóàçíûé 
à commonwealth - ðåcïóáëèêà 
à struggle - áîðüáà 
to dismiss - ðàñïóñêàòü 
to oppose - ïðîòèâèòüñÿ 
civil -  ãðàæäàíñêàÿ 
to execute - êàçíèòü 
to proclaim - ïðîâîçãëàøàòü 
a protector - èñò. ïðîòåêòîð (òèòóë Îëèâåðà Êðîìâåëÿ)
                 
                           Oliver Cromwell

                                  Part 1

Oliver Cromwell was born In Huntingdon (Britain) on the 25th of April 1599 in the family oi rich landowners. 
His grandfather was sheriff and a representative in Parliament. His father Robert Cromwell had a small estate and represented Huntingdon in Parliament. Both his lather and grandfather worked in the Court as well. Oliver got his education at a Grammar School. 
When the boy was seventeen, he entered Cambridge. 
At Cambridge Oliver studied mathematics and learned to speak and write Latin. It was the language oi diplomacy' at that time and educated men had to use Latin both in writing and speech. He read much in Greek and Roman history. Oliver liked sports and played football very well. The young man got an education which prepared him for all his public duties in later years. 
At twenty Oliver was married; his wile was his devoted Mend till he died. They worked on their farm and had eight children - four daughters and four sons. Oliver was a good father and directed the education of his children. 
Oliver Cromwell had a strong feeling of social justice and did much for the poor people of his native town. When he was twenty-eight the people of Huntingdon elected him to represent them in Parliament. The public life of Oliver Cromwell had now begun. 
The king of England was Charles I, a young man, who wanted to rule over England without Parliament. He needed money for wars, but Parliament refused to give it. Charles I took money from people, arrested and sent to prison those who did not agree with him. So the king was not popular with the people. In 1631 the king's coronation to be knighted ' took place and many people were invited. Oliver Cromwell refused to go and paid a fine. 
Crornwell's activity in Parliament was mostly directed against the oppression of people. He sat on many committees and moved important bills. 
In 1642 Charles I tried to arrest some members î? Parliament but could not do it. Then he left Parliament and never came back as a king. Members of the Parliament decided to build up an army to fight against the king and gave their money to teach the soldiers. The Parliamentary army was soon formed and the Civil War between the king and Parliament began. 
King Charles I had an army' of 10,000 soldiers. At the head of the army were the officers who took part in the wars in Germany and Denmark. The army of the Parliament had 20,000 soldiers but very few officers. Oliver Cromwell helped to organize the army and taught soldiers to fight. He was a captain, then colonel, very soon a general of a corps of cavalry and at last leader of an army. He taught his officers tactics and discipline. In the battles he went everywhere and helped soldiers and officers. 
Many thousands of soldiers were killed during the Civil War. In January 1644 a Scottish army of 20,000 men came to help Cromwell. In the battle near the town of York the Parliamentary army won the victory and the king's army was defeated. The strongholds in the north fell to Parliament one after another. In a few months the whole of the north of England was practically theirs. The battles now took place in the south and west. Castle after castle, town after town, regiment after regiment surrendered. Oxford, the last stronghold of the king's army, with 3,000 men and 300 cannons, surrendered In June 1646, and in August, the First Civil War was over. 
Cromwell tried to make terms with the king and work out a constitution. But the king was just taking his time and preparing for a new civil war. When Cromwell learned about these preparations he spoke to Parliament and they decided to attack the throne and bring the king to trial for organizing a civil war in the country. 
The Second Civil War began in April 1648 and lasted for a few months. At the beginning of the war many towns helped the king. The fleet revolted. The Parliament of Scotland sent 40,000 men to invade England. Cromwell headed the Parliamentary army and won the victory at Preston driving the invaders to their territory. His army followed the invaders to Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland. Cromwell returned to London and was present in the Court of Justice where King Charles I was tried. 
The Court of Justice decided that Charles Stuart was a traitor to his people and must die. In January 1649 Charles Stuart was beheaded. 
In this same month Parliamentary government came to power and proclaimed Commonwealth and equality of rights for all people. The new Republic was not easily recognized by foreign countries, its agents were insulted in Europe. Scotland and Ireland did not recognize the republic too. Cromwell prepared the army for the reconquest of Ireland. The English people did not want to fight against the Irish people and Cromwell promised to give a piece of land in Ireland to every English soldier.
Huntingdon  à landowner -  
à representative - 
an estate -  
both and ...  
court - 
education-   
Grammar School -   
diplomacy - 
public -  
devoted -  
till - 
to direct - 
feeling - ÷
social justice -
native – 
 to elect - 
to need - 
à fine - 
activity - 
to direct -  
to move - 
à bill -  
à colonel [ký:ný1] - 
à corps [ko:] - 
cavalry  - 
to defeat -  
à stronghold -  
à castle ['ka:sl] -  
à regiment -  
the king's coronation to be knighted - 
to surrender -
to make terms -  
to take time -  
à throne -  
trial -  
to try - 
to behead I 
equality of rights  
to insult -  
                                       Ð à ã t 2 
In August 1649 an army of 9,000 men in 100 ships sailed to Ireland. The regiments landed in Dublin and marched north. The Irish army could not stand against the well-trained and **ell-armed armies of the Commonwealth. One fort after another surrendered and in two weeks Cromwell was master of the country north of Dublin. He took some regiments and marched south of Dublin. Thousands of Irishmen were killed, women and unarmed men among them. That was a great crime which still burns after mare than three centuries in the history of England and of Ireland. Karl Marx said that the Commonwealth crushed itself against Ireland. 
In three months many towns in the east and south of Ireland fell down. Waterford, the last stronghold of Ireland, was still defending the country. It was winter already. The weather was cold and many soldiers in Cromwell's army were ill. But he did not give his people a rest and prepared the army for the last storm. The town of Waterford was taken after a short battle. 
Cromwell was nine months in Ireland and in that time took many strongholds and fought greater armies than the English army. Ireland was now invaded by England. Cromwell reorganized the government in Ireland and left English generals to keep the country under control. He went to London where the Parliament and the People met him and celebrated the victories of England. 
When the celebrations were over Cromwell began the preparations for the war in Scotland. The Scottish generals did not expect Cromwell to begin war so soon after the battles in Ireland. The English army marched far into the country and came to Edinburgh. The battles were very difficult but the victory over the enemy was great. Cromwell took 10,000 prisoners, arms and artillery, great and small, 200 colours (banners). 
When he was returning to London Cromwell was met by a deputation from the Parliament near London. People greeted him in the streets of the capital, soldiers saluted him. 
After the celebrations Cromwell began to work in the committees of the Parliament on Trade, Foreign Affairs, Law and Army. The people of England wanted peace and bread and the country needed order and organization. 
In 1653 the Council of State asked Cromwell to be Lord Protector of the Commonwealth and rule over the country by the advice of the Council *nd a written Constitution. Cromwell agreed and for five years, till he died, headed the government of the Commonwealth. A constitution was written. It protected the rights of the landowners against the peasants. The members of Parliament had long discussions. Cromwell did not like the discussions and dismissed the Parliament. During the last years of his life he became a dictator who ruled over the country without the council of the people. The English Commonwealth, the first republic in Europe, did not justify the hopes of the people. 
In September 1658 Oliver Cromwell died at the age of fifty-nine and was buried in Westminster Abbey. There are many legends about Cromwell's body. They say, that when the Stuarts were restored after Crornwell's death, his body was taken from Westminster Abbey and his head was set up over the gates of Westminster Hall. Some legends say that his body was buried on the field of his victorious battle. Others say that his body was put into the Thames and later taken out of the river by his family and buried in the walls of a castle. Today the English people do not know where the ruler of the Commonwealth is buried.
to train - 
well-armed - 
à fort - 
among - 
à crime -  
to crush -  
anus -  
trade -  
affirs - 
law -
order - 
advice -  
to justify -  
à body - 
to restore - 
à gate - 
I. Oliver Cromwell's early years. Where was he born? Who were his father and grandfather? Where did he get his education? What did he study? 
2.  The beginning of Cromwell's public life. When was he elected a member of Parliament? What did he do in Parliament? 
3.  The First Civil War. Who fought in the war? What did Cromwell do for the Parliamentary  army? Who won in the war? 
4.  The Second Civil War. DM the war last long? Who sent soldiers to invade England? How did the Parliamentary army fight against the invaders? What happened to King Charles I?
5.The English Commonwealth is proclaimed. Who proclaimed the Commonwealths When was the Commonwealth proclaimed? 
6. Cromwell invades Ireland. Did the English people want to fight against the Irish people? What did Cromwell promise to his soldiers? Why was the Irish army defeated? Why was Commonwealth crushed against Ireland? 
7. The war in Scotland. Were the battles in Scotland easy or difficult? How far did the English army go into the country? 
8.  Oliver Crornwell - Protector of the Commonwealth. How did the Council of State ask Cromwell to rule over the country? What did he do with the Parliament? Did the English Commonwealth justify the hopes of the people? 


                                   THE PLAGUE 
                 Read the text and find out the answers to these questions. 
I. Why did the plague spread so quickly in London? 
2. What did the people do? 
3. When did the epidemic stop? 
In June 1665 the greatest epidemic of the plague broke out in London. Few people recovered from it. The narrow airless streets of London, bad sanitation helped the disease to spread. To show that someone in a house had the plague and that no one may go near it, a red cross was painted on the door. Many people died of the disease that year. The streets of London were empty, shops were closed and no boats were seen on the Thames. Most of the population left the city.
Nothing could stop the plague tram spreading. The Lord Mayor ordered the tires to be burnt in the streets to purify the air. By the end of November the plague began to die down. The cold weather in December stopped it at last. 
     
                          THE GREAT FIRE OF LONDON 
               Read the text and find out the answers to these questions. 
I. Why did the fire spread so quickly? 
2. Where did the people go to get away from the fire? 
3. How did London change after the fire? 
The summer of 1666 was very hot and dry in London. On a Sunday in September a great fire broke out in the city. It began late at night in a street not far from London Bridge. The Monument now stands on the spot to remind people of the terrible flames. 
A hot east wind was blowing and the fire spread quickly. Most of the houses in London were made of wood. The better houses had brick or stone foundations only. The fire burnt for five days and nothing could stop it. There were no fire brigades at that time. The flames made night as light as day for ten miles around London. The people left their burning houses and went to the fields across the Thames. They put up tents and lived there. 
Thirteen thousand houses were destroyed and many people were left homeless. But the fire did great good, it burnt dirty narrow streets where the plague ruled a year ago, wide streets and brick houses appeared in London after the Great Fire. Sir Christopher Wren, the famous architect, took part in rebuilding the city. St. Paul's Cathedral, where the architect is buried, was built by him. 

plague 
epidemic - 
to break out (broke; broken) -  
to recover -  
airless - 
sanitation -  
a disease 
a cross -
to paint - 
empty  - 
to purity - 
à spot - 
to remind -  
à flame - 
brick -  
à tire brigade -  
to destroy - 
to do great good -  
dirty -  
wide -  
to appear -  
Wren [ren]

                                                  
                                      The Middle Ages 
This book covers a period of over two hundred years, from 1272 - 1485, * a time known as the Late Middle Ages, or Late Medieval Period. It was a time of violence and wars, as kings struggled to control the powerful barons, and the barons fought one another for more land. The wars often brought death, famine and plague to the troubled countryside.
                            People at the beginning of the Middle Ages 
Most of the people living at this time were very poor. The real power lay In the hands of the king and a few very powerful landowners. 
                                        The manor 
 In the Middle Ages almost everyone lived in a village like this. The ( baron (lord of the manor)  owned all the land and j most villagers were not allowed to leave it without his permission. 
The lord of the manor allowed the villagers to farm some of his land. In return they had to work for him during the week and pay him with crops land animals. 
Most villages were surrounded by three huge fields which were divided by banks of earth into (long, thin strips. 
Each villager farmed some strips in each field, so the good and bad land was shared out fairly. 
A lord probably owned several manors. He visited each in turn, taking his family, servants and most of his possessions with him. When the lord was away, the bailiff was left in charge.

                                          Working on the land.  
Every year the reeve villagers decided what to grow. One field was used as a pasture for animals. The second was sown with wheat (for bread) and the third with barley (for beer). 
All the villagers helped, including the children. Most of the work was done by hand , although there were oxen to help to pull heavy loads or to plough .

                                            The peasant's house. 
Peasants lived In wooden huts with roofs made of thatch. The family lived in one end, animals in the other. The huts were dirty, smelly and dark. 
The main food for a peasant family was bread. Some peasants kept chickens, pigs and cows, for eggs, bacon and milk. Water was not clean, so often people drank beer. During a long winter many peasants went hungry and some starved.

                                 Food 
The lord of the manor ate fresh food all year round. He kept doves and tame rabbits. He could hunt wild boar or stags In the forest, or go hawking. 
Peasants were not allowed to hunt, and any caught doing so could be punished or even hanged.

                                          À banquet. 
On feast days the lord of the manor held a banquet in the Great Hall of his manor house or castle. It could last up to five hours with as many as forty different dishes. 
                                      Going îí à journey. 
In the Middle Ages, although most people never left their villages, some people had to trevel.
Roads, were just, tracks, muddy in winter and very dusty in summer. People travelled in large groups for protection against. outlaws. 
Pilgrims travelled to shrines, while government officials and nobles travelled on the king's business. A few peasants went to market, merchants travelled about buying and selling goods, and soldiers went off to war. 

Carriages were not very comfortable, so rich people often travelled on horseback. Ox carts were slow, so merchants mostly carried their goods on packhorses. 
Heavy loads like corn or building stone were sent by river in boats. For longer journeys, such loads were sent by sea.

                                               Fairs 
Fairs were held once a year in certain places, such as Boston in Lincolnshire and Winchester in Hampshire, and lasted several days. Merchants came from all over Europe bringing silks from China, wine from France, furs from Russia and weapons from Spain. People came long distances to dance, hear news, and watch clowns, jugglers and performing animals . 
This medieval picture shows officials checking weights at Stourbridge Fair near Cambridge. 
A special court called the Pie Powder Court sorted out any arguments on the spot.

                                                Monasteries 
In the Middle Ages, monks and nuns spent their lives cut off from the rest of the world In monasteries or nunneries. Although they spent most of their time praying, many also farmed the land round the monasteries to feed themselves. They gave food and money to the needy allowed travellers to stay free for two nights and ran hospitals for the poor.

                                             Pilgrims 
In the Middle Ages people who had done something wrong and wanted to be forgiven often went on a pilgrimage to pray at a shrine. 
Some pilgrims went abroad to places like Assisi or Rome in Italy, or even as far as Jerusalem in the Holy Land. The journey was very exciting and sometimes dangerous, with strange places to visit and new people to meet. A pilgrimage was the only chance for rich and poor people to meet as equals. 
              
                                               Sport 
Medieval people played many of the sports we play today, but the games were often more violent. 
Football was played between all the men of two villages. The ball was a pig's bladder stuffed with peas, and the aim of the game was to carry it across the fields and place it on the market cross of the other village. 
There were no rules,, so players were often hurt and sometimes even killed. King Edward Ill banned the game because he thought that people were more interested in playing football than in practising their archery.

                                 Knights 
Knights were landowners who had been given land as a reward for fighting for the king or baron. Each knight used his own horse and weapons and could be asked to spend up to forty days each year serving in the king's army. 
À boy from à wealthy family trained for up to ten years to become a knight, by serving first as a page and then as a squire. aquire, he looked after the knight's 'armour and helped him to dress for battle. He learned how to ride and how to fight. 
Prince Edward, Edward Ill's eldest son, won his spurs to become a knight at the Battle of Ñãñó. He was sixteen years old and became known as the Black Prince because of the colour of his jousting armour. Here, he wears the arms of England (lions) and France (lilies). His head is resting on his great helmet which bears his lion crest. 
                                         Tournaments 
Tournaments were held so that, knights could practise the art of fighting. Knights came from near and far to test their skills by jousting with one another. Crowds of people came to watch. 
Heralds announced the contestants and trumpeters gave the signal to charge Each knight tried to knock the other oft his horse. The fight continued on foot until one knight was beaten Although they fought with blunted weapons, knights were often injured or killed.

                                 Castles 
Kings and barons built castles to protect their lands. After defeating the Welsh, Edward I of England built many castles in Wales to control the country. Other castles were built in the north of England as protection against Scottish raiders. 
The increasing use of gunpowder and cannon meant that, after 1350, fewer castles were built. 
                  The Hundred Yeah' War 
During the Middle Ages, parts of France were ruled by the English and parts by the French. Each side wanted the land owned by the other. The war which broke out between them in 1337 lasted until 1453 and is known as the Hundred Years' War. 
                   The BATTLE OF AGINCOURT
The battle took place on 25th October 1415. The French had high hopes of winning. Reports said they had 50,000 men whilst the English, led by Henry V, had only 6,000. 
The French had chosen the site carefully but as their first line of attack charged, they were caught in a field of mud caused by rain the night before. 
It was the skill of the archers that won the battle. Their steel-tipped arrows could kill an armoured knight at two hundred paces. A skilled archer could fire twelve arrows a minute. The battle lasted for nearly three hours. Although the English won this great battle and others, they could not win the war. 

                                Medicine 
People In the Middle Ages did not live as long as people do today. Most died before the age of fifty. Doctors were not allowed to cut up dead people to find out what caused disease, so they knew little about curing sickness. 
Doctors believed that illness was often caused by 'badness' in the blood. Sometimes they would cut a' vein to let some of this 'bad' blood out. 
Physicians used astrological charts, herbs, spells and charms as cures. Some prepared ointments made from animal fat, blood or dung. Most of their cures were useless. 
Surgeons were barbers who also pulled out teeth and did small operations. Their shops had red and white striped poles outside to show the blood and bleeding. 
                       The Black Death 
In 1348, a terrible plague reached England. It came from China, carried by the fleas which lived on black rats. People bitten by these fleas developed lumps as big as apples in their armpits, followed by the red and black spots which gave the disease its name, the Black Death. 
Black rats lived in the holds of ships and carried the plague from China 
Doctors did not understand what caused the Black Death, and there was no cure. Within two years the plague had killed one-third of the population.

                          THE PEASANTS' REVOLT 
After the Black Death there were fewer peasants to farm the land. The overworked survivors grew to hate their manor duties. 
The peasants wanted to be paid wages and to be free to leave the manor. They were angry when a law was passed to stop this. 
In 1381, King Richard 11 brought in a poll tax to pay for the war against France. Everyone over the age of fifteen, rich or poor, had to pay one shilling (5p), a large sum of money in those days. 
The peasants attacked their lords. In 1381, John Ball, a poor priest, encouraged the men of Kent to march to London to try to get higher wages and their freedom. 
Young King Richard, who was only fourteen at the time, met the peasants. Their leader, Wat Tyler, was killed by the Lord Mayor of London. 
The king promised to help, but when the peasants returned home, their leaders were hanged. No more poll taxes were introduced and in time wages began to rise. 
                                 What people wore.
Poor people wore cheap, rough, woollen clothes. Rich people wore finer woollen clothes decorated with fur and jewellery. 
Fashions for wealthy people changed a great deal during the Middle Ages. Towards the end of the period people were richer, so they bought better clothes with more decoration such as embroidery and fur trimmings. Women's hats and hairstyles became very grand. Townspeople copied the styles of the rich, but they used cheaper materials.

                   People at the end of the Middle Ages 
The Middle Ages, which came to an end in 1485, were times of great change. 
THE KING: During the period, most kings had problems in ruling the country because of challenges by rich and powerful barons. Only Edward I, Edward Ill, Henry V and Edward IV were really successful In controlling them. 
Those who fought: By 1485, which marked the end of the Wars of the Roses, the barons owned huge areas of England and many had become' powerful, with large armies. 
Those who prayed: By 1485, people no longer thought monasteries were important. Travelling preachers, called friars, were very popular and gave practical help to villagers. 
Those who worked: By 1485, the Black Death and other diseases meant that there were fewer peasants. The surviving peasants had fewer manor duties and most were paid wages. Towns had become more Important because of the wool and cloth trade. This brought wealth to the merchants and to the free labourers, or artisans, who. wove the wool and made other goods. 

                        The legacy of the Middle Ages 
The two most important things invented during the Middle Ages were guns and printing. 
William Caxton did not print his first book in England until 1477. By 1485 most books were still written by hand and very expensive, but the invention of printing meant that new ideas could spread more easily. 
The invention of guns slowly changed the way battles were fought. Castles could be easily battered down by cannon, so they became less useful.
                          

                                        The Stuarts 
This book covers a period of over a hundred years, during which time there was a bitter struggle between Parliament and the Stuart rulers to decide how the country should be governed. The victory of Parliament made sure that future monatchs could not do just as they pleased. Instead they had to govern a Protestant United Kingdom through Parliament according to the laws of the land.
                          King James I 
When Queen Elizabeth died without any children  in 1603, her cousin, (i James VI of Scotland, became King of England. 
James was clever arid well educated, but he was not popular. He often said the wrong thing at the wrong time and his thick Scottish accent made him hard to understand. He was also clumsy and even fell down at his own coronation. 
During his reign two problems which had been simmering during the Elizabethan Age boiled to the surface. These were the power of Parliament and problems of religion. 
À clay pipe as used in Smart times. James hated smoking and wrote a book in 1604 setting out his arguments against it
James believed that he was king by God's will and he expected Parliament to obey him without question. He entertained so magnificently that he was often short of money. When the MPs refused to vote him any he dismissed Parliament and raised cash by other means, such as by selling land and titles to his friends. 
James ordered scholars to prepare a new translation of the Bible. The 'King James' Bible was produced in I 61 1 . It was not changed for 300 years and can still be bought today. 

                      The Gunpowder Plot 
Soon after James came to the throne, a group of Roman Catholic nobles plotted to blow up Parliament. They were angry because James had ordered all Catholic priests to leave the country, and would not allow Catholics to worship as they pleased. They chose a time when the king, the queen and many important nobles and church leaders would be there. 
Some historians believe that the king's minister, Robert Cecil, may have known about the piot for a long time. He may have allowed it to go on so that he could catch all the plotters or to make Catholics unpopular throughout the country . 
In the early hours of the morning of 5th November 1605 a Catholic soldier. Guy Fawkes, was arrested In a cellar under the House of Lords. He .was carrying some  matches. Searchers found a tunnel leading from the house next door, and thirty six barrels of gunpowder hidden under a pile of wood In the cellar. Several other plotters wort arrested later. They were all hung, drawn and quartered. 
                    The Pilgrim Fathers 
Like the Catholics, the Puritans were not allowed to worship as they wished either. In 1620 some of them decided to sail across the Atlantic and set up a new home in America.  
One hundred men, women and children set out in a ship called the Mayflower. After a stormy voyage lasting sixty seven days, they  landed In America. Although half of them died during the hard winter, the rest survived to  build a town and start farms.
       
                                           Charles I 
In 1625 James died and his son Charles became king. The new king soon quarrelled with Parliament, mainly about money and religion. Charles also believed that he was king by God's will, just as his father had. Parliament tried to use the king's need for money to control his power . 
In 1629, Charles decided to rule without Parliament, but his new taxes made him unpopular. In addition, many people feared that Charles would bring back the Roman Catholic religion. This was because he had promised his French wife. Princess Henrietta Maria, that he would do so. 
In 1640 Charles, who needed money to fight a war against the Scots, recalled Parliament. MPs, led by John Pym, began to pass laws to control the king. One law said that Parliament could not be dismissed without its own agreement. 
In 1642 Charles took an armed guard to Parliament to arrest five of the leading members who opposed him, but they were warned and so escaped. That year, Charles declared war on the Parliamentarians. He left London and headed north to raise an army, calling on all loyal people to support him. Parliament asked its followers to oppose the king. The Civil War had begun. 
           
                            The start of the Civil War 
When the Civil War began, people had to choose sides. Sometimes families were bitterly divided ill their loyalties, with relations fighting on opposite sides.
 
                                  The triumph of Parliament 
After several defeats Parliament appointed a brilliant army captain, Oliver Cromwell, to train its soldiers. He created a 'New Model Army' which crushed the king's army at the battle of Naseby. 
The lightly armoured arid  poorly disciplined Royalist forces stood little chance against the New Model Army, whose cavairymen often wore armour and fought with swords and pistols or muskets.
After losing the key towns of Bristol and Oxford, Charles surrendered. Parliament could not decide what to do with him. In 1648 Charles escaped from London and tried to restart the war. Cromwell believed that as long as Charles lived, there would never be peace in the land. He decided to arrest the king and put him on trial for treason. 

                               The execution of the king 
In 1649 the real power in the country was the army. MPs who still wished to make a pact with the king were driven out of Parliament. Those who remained prepared for the king's trial in Westminster Hall.
Throughout his trial Charles behaved with great dignity He refused to accept that the court had any right to try him. He was called a tyrant, a traitor and a murderer, and sentenced to death. 
It was a freezing day in January when Charles went to the scaffold. He wore an extra shirt so that he would not shiver and seem afraid. After making a short speech he laid his head on the block. A loud groan rose from the crowd as the executioner's axe came down.

                             Witchcraft 
In Smart times people believed that witches were working with the devil to try to harm good people. If someone died or a cow went sick for no apparent reason, it was easy to blame a witch. 
Most people were so frightened by being arrested that they confessed they were witches and often gave away others. Witches were hanged. We will never know how many innocent people, mostly old women, died for the sake of this terrible superstition. 
Suspected witches were often 'floated'. They were lowered into water. If they floated, they were witches. If they sank they were innocent, I but probably died by drowning! 

People with pets were instantly suspected because witches were thought to keep their own evil spirit in an animal called a familiar, which they fed on their blood. Witch finders looked for a strange mark on the body from which the familiar drank blood. They also searched for a witch mark, a spot on the body where a pin could be pushed in, causing no bleeding or pain. 

                                     The Commonwealth 
After the execution of the king Britain became a republic, called the Commonwealth, ruled Cromwell and Parliament. However, when Parliament would not agree to new elections, Cromwell, backed by the army, dismissed the MPs and ruled, as Lord Protector, himself. 
Life under the Commonwealth was shaped by the Puritans. Laws were passed against swearing, dancing, card playing and football. Theatres and inns were closed. No one was allowed to work on Sundays. At one stage even Christmas dinner was forbidden. Many people hated these laws and longed for a return to things as they used to be.
                          The merry monarch 
When Cronwell died in 1658 his son, Richard, became Lord Protector. He was disliked by the army and soon retired. An army officer. General Monck, who realised that Britain had to have a ruler, invited Charles l's son to return from abroad to become King Charles 11.    

In 1660 Charles 11 was greeted joyfully by the people of London on his return. He had always been popular. When he escaped from Oliver Crornwell's army in I 651 , he is supposed to have hidden in an oak tree. There are many inn signs like this which celebrate the event. 
 
Charles II loved dancing and the theatre. He held magnificent balls and banquets. His expensive court and costly wars against the Dutch meant that he was always short of money. 
Since Parliament did not like to grant him taxes, Charles had to turn to the French King Louis XIV for money. It was given to him in return for promising to bring back the Roman Catholic Church to Britain, although Charles did not actually do this.
                        The: Great Plague 
The summer of 1665 was unusually hot. During June a terrible plague struck London killing 68,000, a quarter of the people who lived there. The filthy, narrow streets provided perfect condition. for the rats to breed and for the disease to spread. 

Carters toured the streets ringing bells and shouting, Bring out your dead.' They took the corpses out of the town, buried them in a pit and covered them with quicklime. 

Red crosses were painted on the doors of houses which had been visited by the plague The people Inside were not allowed to come out. Sometimes food was left for them on the doorstep.
There was no cure for the plague. Some thought it was caused by foul air so fires were lit in the streets to drive it away. Many people fled to the countryside to escape. 

The Great Fire of London 1666 
In the year following the plague, a second disaster struck London. A fire broke out In a baker's shop in Pudding Lane. Fanned by a strong wind, the flames spread quickly through the narrow streets of wooden houses. 
Samuel Pepys. He was In London at the time. He wrote In his diary that he buried some expensive wine and a large cheese In his garden before fleeing . 
The king ordered sailors to blow up houses with gunpowder in order to make an open space across which the fire could not cross. But it was not until the fifth day of the fire, when the wind changed direction, that the flames were at last brought under control. Much of London was left a charred and smoking ruin.
                         Sir Christopher Wren 
So much of London had been destroyed by the Great Fire that the king called on the architect, Christopher Wren, to design a new city. 

St Paul's Cathedral. Wren rebuilt fifty one churches, but the cathedral was his masterpiece. It took thirty seven years to build. Wren was buried there when he died aged ninety 

Many of Wren's plans were never carried out because people often preferred to build their new houses and shops on the sites of the old ones. However, Wren did make sure that all buildings in the city were built of stone or brick and that roads were made wider. He left behind him a healthier and more beautiful capital city.

                    What people ate 
The food of most people changed little from Tudor times. Bread, cheese, cheap cuts of meat and beer remained the main items on the menu. 
Wealthy people ate huge amounts of meat, poultry and fish. Increasing trade with overseas countries brought new kinds of food from abroad, such as tomatoes, pineapples, cauliflowers and chocolate. 
Coffee houses became very popular in Charles lI's reign. Merchants and scholars went to them to discuss business, to hear newspapers read aloud or Just to talk. They drank coffee, chocolate, or a new and very expensive drink from India called tea.
                           Homes
The houses of rich nobles and merchants were more comfortable than they had been in Tudor times. They were built of stone or brick with sash windows and a regular shape.
Each room now had its special purpose and bathrooms were beginnind to appear by the and of the period.
                                James II 
When Charles II died In 1685, his brother succeeded him and became King James 11. He was a Catholic and soon began to put Catholics in positions of power in the army and in the ****"· government. This worried many leading Protestants and when James had a son to start a line of Catholic kings, they decided to make sure this would not happen. 
They offered the crown to Mary, James's Protestant daughter and her husband William, the Dutch Protestant leader. William and Mary landed at Torbay and James marched to attack them. When his army and his generals began to desert, James lost the will to fight and fled to France. Parliament offered the throne jointly to William and Mary. 
                               Science
Before the Smart Hooks, a brilliant Period little was known about science and a great deal of what was known was based on guesswork or superstition. 
During James l's reign Roger Bacon began to carry out scientific experiments to discover more about the world. 
In 1665, Isaac Newton discovered the law of gravity by watching an apple fall from a tree. He went on to put forward other important laws about motion. Much of modern science Is based on his ideas. 
Roger Bacon's ideas about the importance of experiments were continued by scientists throughout Stuart times and as a result some very exciting discoveries were made. By the end of the period more was known about the human body, nature and the planets than ever before, although not everyone believed these new ideas. 

Charles II took a keen Interest in science. He founded a club called the Royal Society where leading doctors, scientists and astronomers could discuss their work.

                   What people wore 
During the early Stuart Period fashions became more colourful. Clothes lost the padded stiffness of the Elizabethan Age and became looser. Ribbons became popular decorations.  
Then, during the Commonwealth, fashions became simpler, because most forms of decoration were banned. When Charles 11 became king, colour and decoration returned, with many fashions brought from France where Charles had lived during Cromwells rule.
                           Colonies and trade 
Throughout the Stuart Period, the eastern coast of America was settled by the British. The early Pioneers had a very hard time but eventually they set up colonies which prospered through fishing, fur trapping and tobacco growing. 
British ships traded all over the world, bringing back goods such as sugar and indigo from the West Indies. People put money into trading companies, like the East India Company, sure that they would make big profits .
                        The last of the Stuarts 
When William and Mary came to the throne In 1689, Parliament drew up a list of rules to control their power. This list was called the Bill of Rights. When William signed the Bill, Parliament finally won the great struggle which had gone on throughout the Stuart Period to decide whether Parliament or the king was more powerful. 
When William died in 1702, James II's other daughter Anne became queen. During her reign Scotland was united with the rest of Britain and Members of Parliament began to divide into two parties, the Whigs and the Tones. 
Queen Anne was the last of the Stuarts. She had sixteen children but they all died. When she herself died in 1714, Parliarnent decided to offer the throne to a Protestant German, Prince George, who was the great grandson of James I. A new Georgian Age was about to begin.
                     The legacy of the Smarts 
The Smart Age brought great changes. The uniting of England and Scotland in 1707 meant that people now talked about the two countries as Great Britain. The religious quarrels that had troubled the Tudors were largely settled, and Britain was now firmly a Protestant country. 
The triumph of Parliament in the Civil War laid the foundations of a parliamentary system of government which later became a model for other countries. Britain had achieved success in trading and fighting abroad. She was poised to become an important world power.
The Georgians 
This book covers a period of over a hundred years, from 1714 to 1830. This time is known as the Georgian Period, because the four kings who ruled Britain were all named George. During these years the chief ministers of Parliament became more powerful while the king became less important. Life for most people changed with the growth of towns and the start of the Industrial Revolution. 
Britain was already an important manufacturing country at the start of the period, but most of the work was done by hand. During the Georgian Period Britain became the most important manufacturing country in the world as a result of the invention of machines powered by water and steam.
The four Georges 
Queen Anne had no children that lived, so when she died in 1714 Parliament offered the crown to a German prince, George of Hanover, the great-grandson of James I. He became George I. George I and the three King Georges who followed him were unpopular for large parts of their reigns. 
George Ill was a good family man but was not skilled at politics. He felt many MPs were dishonest and tried to rule more fairly by building up a party of friends in  Parliament. He was not however very successful and during his reign Britain lost the American colonies. George was interested in farming and encouraged many improvements in agriculture. During the later years of his reign he went mad.
Bonnie Prince Charlie
Prince Charles Edward was the handsome, ambitious grandson of James 11, known as Bonnie Prince Charlie. He believed that the crown should be returned to the Stuarts. In 1745 he landed in Scotland with French support to raise an army among the clans and gain the throne. After an early victory at the battle of Prestonpans, he invaded England. 
When he found that few English people supported him, Charles retreated, going back to the Highlands of Scotland. He was pursued by George II's son, the Duke of Cumberland. At Culloden, near Inverness, the tired clansmen were at last defeated. A reward of 30.000 was put on Charles' head, but he hid and later escaped abroad.
Smugglers, who were often fishermen, took cargoes from foreign ships, then brought them ashore secretly. Cargoes were hidden until they could be safely sold, often to merchants and shopkeepers in the big cities. 
Trade and smuggling 
During Georgian times British ships traded all over the world. They carried industrial goods to Europe, the Americas and India, and brought, back luxuries like silk, sugar, tea, brandy and tobacco. Many people, especially along the south coast, turned to smuggling to avoid paying the high taxes on these expensive luxuries. 
Smugglers however could be hanged or transported if they were caught by Customs men. 
Barrels of brandy might be towed behind the smuggling boat. If it was stopped the barrels would sink out of sight. Many smuggling boats had false bottoms where the cargo could be hidden and then covered with fish.
Farming 
During the reign of George Ill, there were great changes in farming. The remains of the old medieval system, which still existed in the Midlands, was swept away as strips and commons were enclosed to make fields surrounded by hedges. 
Although this made farming much more efficient, the cottagers and small landowners were no longer allowed to graze their animals on the commons. Without this extra help, they could not afford to run their tiny farms. Some stayed on the land but worked for other farmers. Many others moved to the expanding towns to look for different kinds of work. 

Wolfe and Quebec 
In 1756, during the reign of George II, war broke out with the French In Canada. Both sides wanted to control the land and the rich fur trade there. As long as the French occupied the powerful fortress of Quebec, they threatened the British colonies in America.

The loss of America 
During the reign of George Ill the thirteen British colonies in America declared their independence from Britain. The colonists hated paying new taxes on goods like sugar, tea and paper. Many Americans felt no loyalty to a king who was 4,800 kilometres (3,000 miles) away and never visited America. 
Although George Ill sent an army to put down the rebellion, the Americans, led by George Washington and helped by the French, eventually forced the British to surrender at Yorktown in 1781. A new country, the United States of America, was born with Washington as its first President. 
The coming of machines 
During the Georgian Period trade, industry and town especially in the north of England and the Midlands, became much more important. This change, now called the Industrial Revolution, slowly altered the appearance of country, as well the ways in whit people lived and worked. 
The main change that took place was a result of the invention of machines to do work that used to be done by hand, as in the cloth making industry. These machines, driven at first by water and later by steam, were so large that they had to be put into special buildings. This meant that many cloth workers started to work in factories instead of at home. 
Richard Arkwright, a Preston barber, invented the water frame spinning machine and built one of the factories. He left over half a million pounds when he died.
Iron and coal 
As the Industrial Revolution got under way, more iron of a better charcoal making, wood was quality was needed. For centuries iron smelting had been done with charcoal, but as wood became scarce, iron makers began to use coal instead. It was Abraham Darby who showed how coal baked Into coke could be used to smelt iron. 
Coal was already used to heat homes, and in the brick making and beer brewing industries. Since most, of the coal near the surface had been used up, miners had to dig much deeper to get the extra coal needed for the growing population and the new industries. 
The steam engine 
Probably the single most Important Invention of the Industrial Revolution was the steam engine. Steam engines were much more powerful and reliable  than water wheels which did  not work If the river dried up In hot weather or froze In winter. 
James Watt. He was a scientific instrument maker at Glasgow University. While repairing a steam engine built by another inventor, he realised that there were a number of improvements he could make to it. 
The first efficient steam engine was built In 1769 by James Watt. He went Into partnership with a Birmingham businessman, Matthew Boulton, whose factory at Soho, near Birmingham, made hundreds of Improved steam engines to Watt's new design.

Canals 
In 1759, the Duke of Bridgewater paid an engineer called James Brindley to build a canal for him. The Duke had a coal mine on his estate at Worsley. He wanted the canal so that he could send his coal by barge to be sold in Manchester, eleven kilometres (seven miles) away. 
This was a very efficient way of moving heavy loads. One horse could pull a barge containing the loads of over sixty packhorses. The canal was so successful that others were soon built to link the industrial areas of the north and the Midlands with London and the big ports. 
Brindley, who could neither read nor write, finished the project in two years. He built the magnificent Barton Aqueduct to carry the canal over the River lrwell. 
 
Josiah Wedgwood owned pottery factories in Stoke-on- Trent. He realised that his delicate pottery could be carried much more safely by canal than it could on bumpy roads. He paid Brindlev to build another canal from Stoke to the port of Liverpool. 
Crime and punishment 
Crime was very common m Georgian Britain. In the rapidly growing towns, and especially in London, hordes of poor people, beggars and ruffians lived off crime. There was no proper police force so there were savage punishments for those who were caught, to put others off committing crimes. 
In 1750 Henry Fielding set up the first detective force, later known as the Bow Street Runners. His blind brother, John. was a magistrate, who was said to be able to recognise the voice of any criminal who had appeared before him. 
There were over two hundred crimes for which the penalty was death. Huge crowds went to see public hangings like the ones at Tyburn, just outside London. There were often stalls and side shows as well. 
Prisons were dirty and overcrowded. Murderers, lunatics, debtors and children were all mixed together in dreadful conditions. Typhus, or 'jail fever', killed a lot of prisoners each year. Some people, like John Howard, a magistrate, tried to improve conditions, but it took over fifty years to replace all the old, unhealthy prisons. 
John Wesley
During the Georgian Period many clergymen thought more about their own daily duties than about bringing new people to the church. Often there were no churches in the pit villages and the new industrial towns of the north. John Wesley decided to take religion to the working people. 
Wesley travelled thousands of kilometres round the country on horseback, preaching over forty thousand sermons in the open air, often to vast crowds. His followers were known as Methodists because they had a strict method of study and prayer, although they always worshipped with joy and enthusiasm. By the time Wesley died in 1791, a new faith had been planted in Britain. 
Some clergymen grew angry when they saw how popular Wesley had become. Sometimes they encouraged ruffians to break up Methodist meetings . 
Medicine 
During the Georgian Period the population of Britain more than doubled. This was partly because people married earlier and had more children, and partly because doctors were beginning to understand the human body and to learn more about how to treat some diseases. 
In I796 Or Edward Jenner discovered that milkmaids who caught cowpox never caught smallpox, a disease that killed many children and scarred thousands of others. He vaccinated people with a mild dose of cowpox which protected them from the killer disease. 
Over one hundred and fifty new hospitals were built. Some, like Guy's and St George's in London, were used for training doctors and midwives. However, operations were still dangerous. Surgeons worked fast because there were no effective anaesthetics. Most of their patients died in agony of shock, or through infection because there were no antiseptics.
What people ate 
For poorer people Wood was very plain. Bread made from rye or barley was commonly eat-ell with cheese or butter, though white bread made from wheat flour was becoming more popular. Cheap meat was made into a broth. 
The rich often dined father too well. A churchman, Parson Woodforde, described in his diary a dinner pearly whets tie fucked Into a leg of mutton with caper sauce, a pig's face, a neck of pork roasted with gooseberries, partridge, roast swan and plum, pudding. Many Georgian gentlemen were overmeight  and suffered from gout! 
Vegetables like carrots, parsnips and cauliflowers were eaten. For the first time tea and sugar became cheap enough for most people to enjoy In small amounts. The rich ate many different kinds of meat, especially beef and mutton, as well as fish and game. They also drank fine wines, but ale was the main drink of the poor. 
A still for making gin. During the period 1720 to 1750 gin drinking became very popular. Gin was very cheap, advertised as 'Drunk for a penny, dead drunk for twopence. It was also dangerous, since it could cause blindness, madness and even death. 
Captain Cook and Australia 
Captain James Cook was one of Britain's greatest sailors. He was given command of three great voyages of exploration round the world and visited many lands that no European had ever seen before. He took scientists with him so that they could study new plants and animals. 
Cook visited New Zealand and was the first European to land on the coast of Eastern Australia. He called the landing spot 'Botany Bay' because there were so many plants and animals there. Cook was killed by Hawaiians in 1779 over an argument about a stolen boat. 
Cook persuaded his sailors to eat pickled cabbage. As a result none of them caught scurvy, a disease that usually killed many sailors on long voyages. 
After 1788 Botany Bay became a prison settlement and shiploads of convicts were sent there. Settlers soon followed to set up farms. This threatened the way of life of the Australian aborigines who lived by hunting.
The slave trade 
The owners of sugar plantations In the West Indies, and tobacco and cotton farms in America wanted workers. British merchants soon found that they could make huge profits by carrying slaves from Africa to America. 
America. The slaves were auctioned and taken away by their new owners. They were usually very badly treated.
The slave triangle 
1. Britain. Ships were loaded with cheap goods like beads, knives, cloth, pots and pans in ports like Liverpool and Bristol to pay for the slaves.
2. Africa.  Slaves were captured by slavers and kept' in slave forts until the slave ships arrived.
3. The Wast Indies.
Ships were loaded with sugar. molasses and rum which fetched very high prices in Britain. 
The middle passage. The slaves were branded, packed onto the ships and chained in the holds. Many died on the long voyage west from disease or lack of water. The slavers were very cruel. 
A seal used by abolitionists. Its powerful message persuaded many Christians to support abolition, but it was many Years before countries other than Britain stopped slavery. 
William Wilberforce, a rich friend of the Prime Minister, William Pitt, started a society In 1787 to abolish the slave trade. The plan owners, who did not want to lose their cheap labour, fought this bitterly. However, Parliament slowly realised how horrible slavery was, and passed a law abolishing the British slave trade In 1807. Slavery In the British colonies was not abolished until 1833. 
Houses 
During the Industrial Revolution people moved from the countryside into the towns. The poor workers lived in tiny houses, often built by factory owners. The richer people lived in new, elegant terraced houses. 
Houses had to be built in four styles or 'rates' by law. First rate houses were five storeys high and three windows wide. Fourth rate houses were three storeys high and two windows wide.
What people wore 
Georgian men's clothes became simpler and less colourful than the clothes of Stuart times. Gentlemen wore long coats with high collars that were usually worn open. Long waistcoats, knee length breeches, powdered wigs and three cornered hats were popular. 
Ladles wore full skirts and petticoats stretched over hoops. By the end of the period fashion had changed. Dresses were simpler and made of flimsy, see-through material like present day nightgowns. They had very high waistlines. 
The great Reform Act 
In 1831 there were twenty four million people in Britain, yet only one man In fifty could vote, and no women. 
Elections were very unfair. Voting was done in the open air and so voters could be bribed or bullied into voting a particular way. 
Voting areas were very unequal. In rotten boroughs like Old Sarum, half a dozen voters elected two MPs to Parliament. In pocket boroughs like Westbury, great landowners could make their tenants vote the way they wanted under threat of throwing them off the land. Thousands of people lived in new towns like Oldham, but had no MP at all. 
Many people demanded a reform of Parliament to make elections fairer. In the face of riots in parts of the country, Parliament passed the Reform Act. This removed most of the rotten boroughs and gave forty two large towns the right to have an MP. However, it gave the vote to only another 200,000 men. Though this was disappointing, it was the first step towards a fairer system.



[bookmark: _GoBack]


